
RECE~VED 

DEC 1 8 2013 

City Clerk's Office 

December 18, 2013 

Arvada City Council 
81 01 Ralston Road 
Arvada, Colorado 80002 

Dear Arvada City Council: 

Rebecca R. Anderson, DVM 
8348 Chase Drive 
Arvada, Colorado 80003 
303-284-3484 
pionccryc(i{:,comcast. net 

Please accept this letter of application for appointment as Arvada City Council Member 

District 1. I, Rebecca Rae Anderson, DVM have resided in Arvada, Colorado at 8348 

Chase Drive in District 1 since June 2006. I am a graduate of Kansas State University 

with a Bachelor of Science in Veterinary Science earned in 1999 and a Doctorate of 

Veterinary Medicine earned in 2001. I am the owner of Pioneer Veterinary Service, 

LLC, established in 2009. Through my small business based in Arvada, I provide relief 

veterinary services to clinics in the Denver Metro area, filling in as other doctors need to 

take leave. Prior to starting Pioneer Veterinary Service, LLC, I was an associate 

veterinarian for Arvada Veterinary Hospital in Arvada, Colorado (2005-2009), Anderson 

Veterinary Clinic in Ravenna, Nebraska (2002-2005), and Beloit Veterinary Clinic in 

Beloit, Kansas (200 1-2002). 

I am proud to be a resident of Arvada, Colorado. When my husband and I decided to 

move to Colorado we chose Arvada because even though the City has become part of the 

larger Denver Metro complex, Arvada still maintains its own identity and honors its 

history. As the City looks toward the future, there are challenging decisions to be faced. 

I want to be a member of the City Council so I can be a part of the decision making 

process. I also want to be a channel for my neighbors in District 1, so they feel the 

leadership of the City hears their voices. I am particularly interested in issues related to 

sustainability, finding a balance between the environmental, social and economic 

demands on the City. 

The veterinary profession can be very demanding of time and energy. Since starting 

Pioneer Veterinary Service, LLC, I have been able to better balance my professional and 

outside interests. I determine my own schedule, accepting relief shifts as they fit with my 

other commitments. I usually work in clinics 20 to 24 hours per week. As a result, I 

have been able to pursue other avenues in my community. As an Arvada City Council 



Member, I intend to organize my work schedule around the duties of the Council and be 

available when required. I will devote my time and resources to boards, commissions, 

retreats and events as needed. When I am asked to complete a task or attend a function, I 

will do all within my capabilities to ensure expectations are met. 

In my community, I am a member of the steering committee for Little Sprouts 

Community Garden, located on the grounds of Little Elementary School, 8448 Otis 

Drive, Arvada. I have been a member since the inception of the garden in 2013. My 

primary role with this committee is organizing membership information and maintaining 

the waiting list for prospective gardeners. The garden is under construction currently, 

with plans to be open Spring 2014. As part of the steering committee, I have met with 

representatives from the school and Denver Urban Gardens to discuss the components of 

the garden, establish a budget and secure funding, and organize volunteers to begin 

construction on the project. I have attended all scheduled meetings of the steering 

committee to date. 

In 2011-2013 I was a member ofthe steering committee for Rose Roots Community 

Garden, 8412 N. Alkire Street, Arvada. My role with this garden was membership 

coordination and treasurer. Our garden received an Arvada Neighborhood Improvement 

Grant for developing a public area outside the boundaries of the Rose Roots Garden in 

Arvada park space. I was specially tasked with ensuring this project stayed on budget 

and met the expectations of the Arvada Parks Department. This project was not yet 

complete when I shifted to leadership roles with Little Sprouts Community Garden. In 

my tenure with Rose Roots, I missed one steering committee meeting as it was 

rescheduled at the last minute. 

I am a Colorado State University Master Gardener for Jefferson County Extension. I 

began my training in January 2013 and graduated in November 2013. Training included 

60 hours of class time and a minimum of 50 hours of volunteer time. My greatest 

leadership role in this organization so far has been to design and teach a science-based 

curriculum for third graders. My education committee of three members researched and 

planned experiments around the scientific aspects of soil, water, plant physiology and 

insects. The program lasted for five days, two hours each day. We offered this program 

twice during the summer of 2013 and it was filled to capacity each time with 30 children. 

While 50 hours is the minimum volunteer requirement in the apprentice year of the 

Master Gardener program, I exceeded this by logging 98 hours between the months of 

April and October. 



As a member of the Northern Colorado Draft Horse Association since 2006, I have 

organized a field day for members to bring their horses and work the soil of an organic 

vegetable farm. I have taken my draft horses to many public events hosted by the 

association to share the history of equines in agriculture with the people of northern 

Colorado. I have explored opportunities to bring some of these events to the Arvada 

Indoor Equestrian Center and Jefferson County Fairgrounds, consulting with 

representatives from both facilities. The regular meetings of the association are in Fort 

Collins, so I have missed several meetings due to the distance and winter weather. 

However, if I have committed to participate in an event, I have always been present on 

those occasions. 

From 2002 to 2005 I was a member of the Friends of the Ravenna Public Library, serving 

one term as vice president of the organization. My primary function in this organization 

was to promote the library and its services to the community. I also planned fundraisers 

to benefit the library and ensured bequeaths were used in the manner specified by the 

donors. I volunteered in the Reading Buddy program, meeting weekly to help students 

one-on-one who were struggling with reading. I was always present for meetings and 

reading sessions; especially since the reading sessions were sometimes the most stable 

part of the student's week. 

In closing, I would like to verify I meet all the qualifications to be a City Council 

Member as stated by the Arvada City Charter and State Municipal Election Code. I am a 

registered voter in the City of Arvada and have resided in District 1 for 7.5 years. I am a 

life-long citizen of the United States and am over the age of 18. I am not an employee of 

the City of Arvada or any other municipality. I have never been convicted of a felony. 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter of application. I look forward to the 

selection process. 

Sincerely, 

/ u~UYL/ {7a~<A<Jt~~"' 
Rebecca R. Ander"son, DVM 


